210                         HISTORY  OF THE
CHAP,    the success of his mission as hopeless, so far as his
"
personal efforts were concerned, but he thought it
probable that better fortune might await an attempt
to negotiate through native agency.    Two persons
*were accordingly selected, one a parsee merchant of
Tellicherry,   named Davoshah,   the other named
Hamagery Merion, in employment under the princi-
pal collector of Malabar.    These proceeded to Coorg
under the presumed protection of passports furnished
by Mr. Graeme.    Ere long, however, fears were en*-
tertained for the safety of the native diplomatists,
and it was deemed necessary formally to warn the
Rajah of the consequences of any act of violence
exercised towards them.    Davoshah was tHen per-
mitted to return to his ordinary place of abode:
his colleague, less fortunate, was forcibly detained
at Coorg.    Mr. Graeme remonstrated.    The Rajah
persisted in detaining Hamagery Merion till the con-
clusion  of an inquiry into  certain  charges of in-
trigue said to have been made against him, an act
which he defended by reference to the case of the
fugitives- from Coorg, who had been stationed in
the British dominions.    This specimen of reason-
ing is by no means calculated to give a high opi-
nion of tfre Rajah's logical powers.    Because cer-
tain parties from Coorg are permitted, at their own
express desire, to reside within the British territory,
he argued that he was justified in detaining in Coorg
an, accredited agent pf the British government, in
opposition to his own wishes and in violation of the
dignity, of the state which he represented.